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9. The Book Of Prayer 
Seeking Rain 

(Al-Istisqâ) 

Chapter: The Book Of Salât Al-
Istisqâ' (The Prayer Seeking 
Rain) 

[2070] 1 - (894) 'Abdulláh bin 
Zaid Al-MâzinI said: "The 
Messenger of Allah 	went out 
to the prayer-place and prayed 
for rain, and he turned his Ridâ' 
around when he turned to face 
the Qiblah." 

[2071] 2 - ( ... ) It was narrated 
from 'Abbâd bin TamIm that his 
paternal uncle said: "The 
Prophet lj went out to the 
prayer-place. He prayed for rain, 
turned to face the Qiblah, turned 
his Ridâ' around and prayed two 
Rak'ah." 

[20721 3 - ( ... ) 'Abdullãh bin 
Zaid Al-AnsârI said: "The 
Messenger of Allah i4% went out 
to the prayer-place to pray for 
rain. When he wanted to 
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supplicate, he turned to face the 
Qiblah and turned his Ridâ' 
around." 

[2073] 4 - ( ... ) 'Abbâd bin 
TamIm A]-MâzinI said that he 
heard his paternal uncle, who was 
one of the Companions of the 
Messenger of Allah , say: "The 
Messenger of Allah 	went out 
one day to pray for rain. He 
turned his back to the people, 
supplicating to Allah, and he 
turned to face the Qiblah and 
turned his Ridâ' around, then he 
prayed two Rak'ah." 

Chapter 1. Raising The Hands 
In Supplication When Praying 
For Rain 

[2074] 5 - (895) It was narrated 
that Anas said: "I saw the 
Messenger of Allah 	raising his 
hands in supplication so much 
that the whiteness of his armpits 
could be seen." 

[2075] 6 - (896) It was narrated 
from Anas bin Mâlik that the 
Prophet jç  prayed for rain, and 
he gestured with the backs of his 
hands towards the sky. 



[2076] 7 - ( ... ) It was narrated 
from Anas that the Prophet of 
Allah 	used not to raise his 
hands in any supplication except 
when he was praying for rain, 
when (his raised his hands) so 
much that the whiteness of his 
armpits could be seen. 

[2077] ( ... ) It was narrated from 
Qatâdah that Anas bin Mâlik 
narrated a similar report to them 
from the Prophet jW,. 

Chapter 2. The Supplication 
When Praying For Rain 
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[2078] 8 - (897) It was narrated 
from Anas bin Mâlik that a man 
entered the Masjid one Friday 
through the door that was 
nearest Dar Al-Qadâ', while the 
Messenger of Allah ; was 
standing, delivering the K/jubah. 
He turned towards the 
Messenger of Allah ç and said: 
"0 Messenger of Allah, our 
wealth has been destroyed and 
the roads are cut off. Pray to 
Allah to give us rain." The 
Messenger of Allah 	raised his 
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hands and said: "Allâhumma! 
Aghithnâ, Allâhumma! AghWinâ 
(0 Allah, give us rain; 0 Allah, 
give us rain; 0 Allah, give us 
rain)." Anas said: "By Allah, we 
could not see any clouds in the 
sky, and between us and Sal' 
there were no houses. Then from 
behind it there appeared a cloud 
like a shield. When it reached the 
middle of the sky, it spread, then 
it began to rain. By Allah, we did 
not see the sun for a week. Then 
a man entered through that door 
during Jumu'ah when the 
Messenger of Allah 	was 
standing, delivering the 7jufbah; 
he turned to the Messenger of 
Allah 	and said: '0 Messenger 
of Allah, our wealth has been 
destroyed and the roads are cut 
off. Pray to Allah to stop (the 
rain) for us.' The Messenger of 
Allah 	raised his hands and 
said: 'Allâhumma! Hawlanâ wa lâ 
'alainâ. Allâhumma! 'Alal-âkâmi 
waz-zirâbi wa butânil-awdiyati wa 
manâbitish-shajar (0 Allah, 
around us and not on us! 0 
Allah, on the hillocks and small 
mountains, the valley bottoms 
and places where trees grow.).' 
Then it stopped, and we went out 
walking in the sun." 
SharIk said: "I asked Anas bin 

Mâlik: 'Was that the first man?' 
He said: 'I do not know." 
[2079] 9 - ( ... ) It was narrated 
that Anas bin Mâlik said: "The 
people were stricken with a JI 	: 
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famine during the time of the 
Messenger of Allah . While the 
Messenger of Allah 	was 
addressing the people from the 
Minbar one Friday, a Bedouin 
stood up and said: '0 Messenger 
of Allah, our wealth has been 
destroyed and our children are 
starving..." and he quoted a 
similar Ijadith (as no. 2078), in 
which he said: Allâhumma! 
Hawlanâ wa lâ 'alainâ (0 Allah, 
around us and not on us)." And 
whichever direction he pointed 
to, the clouds broke up, until I 
saw Al-Madinah as if it were in a 
hole. The valley of Qanâh flowed 
for a month, and no one came 
from any direction but he 
brought news of heavy rainfall. 

[2080] 10 - ( ... ) It was narrated 
that Anas bin Mâlik said: "The 
Prophet 	was delivering the 
Kiiu!bah one Friday when the 
people stood up and shouted: '0 
Prophet of Allah, there is a 
drought and the trees have 
turned brown, and the animals 
are dying..." and he quoted the 
1jaditj (as in no. 2078). In it, it 
was narrated from 'Abdul-A'la: 
"and the clouds cleared from Al-
Madinah and it started to rain 
around (the city), but not a drop 
fell in Al-Madinah itself. I looked 
at A]-Madinah and it was as if it 
were surrounded by a crown." 
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[2081] 11 - ( ... ) A similar report 
(as no. 2080) was narrated from 
Anas, and he added: "Allah 
gathered the clouds and we 
stayed until a strong man among 
us would be concerned only with 
how he would be able to reach 
his family." 
[2082] 12 - (...) Anas bin Mâlik 
said: "A Bedouin came to the 
Messenger of Allah j4 one 
Friday, while he was on the 
Minbar..." and he quoted the 
HadIth (as in 2080) and added: "I 
saw the clouds clearing like a 
sheet being folded." 

[2083] 13 - (898) Anas said: 
"When we were with the 
Messenger of Allah 	it rained. 
The Messenger of Allah 	lifted 
part of his garment so that the 
rain could fall on him. We said: 
'0 Messenger of Allah, why did 
you do that?' He said: 'Because it 
has just come from its Lord, the 
Mighty and Sublime." 

Chapter 3. Seeking Refuge 
With Allah When Seeing Wind 
And Dark Clouds, And 
Rejoicing At The Rain 
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narrated from 'Atâ' bin AbI 
Rabâh that he heard 'Aishah, the 
wife of the Prophet , say: "If it 
was a windy and cloudy day, the 
(reaction of) the Messenger of 
Allah ç could be seen on his 
face, and he would pace back and 
forth. Then if it rained he would 
rejoice, and that (anxiety) would 
leave him." 'Aishah said: "I asked 
him about that and he said: 'I 
was afraid that it might be a 
punishment that had been sent 
against my Ummah.' And when 
he saw the rain he would say: 'A 
mercy." 

[2085] 15 - ( ... ) It was narrated 
that 'Aishah, the wife of the 
Prophet , said: "If there was a 
stormy wind, the Messenger of 
Allah 	would say: 'Allâhumma 
InnI as 'aluka khairahii, wa /L/aira 
ma fiha, wa !Jiaira  ma ursilat bihi 
wa a 'âdhu hi/ca min sharrihâ, wa 
sharri ma JIha, wa sharri ma 
ursilat bih (0 Allah, I ask You 
for its goodness and the goodness 
of that with which it has been 
sent, and I seek refuge with You 
from its evil and the evil of that 
with which it has been sent).' If 
there was thunder and lightening, 
his color would change, and he 
would go in and out (of the 
house) and pace back and forth, 
then if it rained he would feel 
relieved. 'Aishah noticed that and 
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asked him. He said: 'Perhaps, 0 
'Aihah, it is as the people of 'Ad 
said: Then, when they saw it as a 
dense cloud coming towards their 
valleys, they said: This is a cloud 
bringing us rains... .[1] 

[2086] 16 - ( ... ) It was narrated 
that 'Aijiah, the wife of the 
Prophet 	, said: "I never saw 
the Messenger of Allah 
laughing so much that I could see 
his uvula; he only used to smile. 
If he saw a cloud or wind, (his 
reaction to that) could be seen 
on his face." She said: "0 
Messenger of Allah, I see that 
when the people see a cloud, 
they rejoice, hoping that it is 
bringing rain, but when you see 
it, I can see on your face that you 
do not like it." He said: "0 
'Aishah, I cannot be sure that 
there is not a punishment in it, 
because some people were 
punished by means of the wind, 
and some people saw the 
punishment and said: "This is a 
cloud bringing us rain!..  

Al-Aiiqaf 46:24. 
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[20871 17 - (900) It was 
narrated from Ibn 'Abbâs that 
the Prophet 	said: "I have been 
helped by means of the east 
wind, and 'Ad were destroyed by 
means of the west wind." 

[2088] ( ... ) A similar report (as 
no. 2087) was narrated from Ibn 
'Abbâs, from the Prophet . 
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Chapter 4. The East Wind And 
The West Wind 
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